the Empress' service wlien the latter was Comtesse
de Teba, and she remained with Eugenie all her life.
The Empress married her to an infantry officer and
at the time of her marriage gave her the title of
treasurer.

That pale little woman, who seemed to have no
strength whatever and constantly complained of ill-
health, was activity personified. She was the only
Spanish woman in the service. She spoke the most
curious French imaginable. She had faults which
cannot be overlooked, but she was, as I have just
said, entirely devoted to the Empress, who fully
appreciated her fidelity, which did not however pre-
vent from scolding her on numerous occasions when
her jealousy and ill-temper gave rise to difficulties
and disputes among the serving-women, troubles of
a kind -which Eugenie detested most cordially. "Witty
and fairly intelligent, Mme. Pollet knew how to turn
to good account the trust reposed in her. Some
persons have said that she took undue advantage of
her position. But that is not perfectly exact, for it
should he remembered, Pepa was in no way her own
mistress.

The Empress received one million two hundred
thousand francs yearly from the Emperor; one hun-
dred thousand of that amount she used for dress,
while most of the rest was distributed in presents,
pensions, and charitable bequests. It was Mme. Pol-
let's dnty to keep all the private accounts. She was
consequently in close relations with the tradespeople
for not only the clothes but also for the presents
which Eugenie had to make. It must be admitted
that under such circumstances, a mortal would re-
quire more than an ordinary dose of probity not to

375ollet was quite young when she entered
